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Notes from the Headteacher’s Study 

Reading, Writing and so many parents! 
 

We always say that it is great to work together and Thursday 
proved this!  It was amazing to welcome so many parents into 
the hall, then send them off to different classes to experience 
reading and writing activities from Nursery to Year 6.  I want 
to thank parents for joining in the lesson with their children 
but also want to thank the staff for being so willing to teach 

in front of so many visitors and excited to showcase ‘Immerse Read Analyse Write Create’ 
in their classrooms.  It is no easy task but shows the desire to work #together as a whole 
school family.  Which elements of Immerse, Read, Analyse or Create did you see? 
 
Have you been in our Front Room recently?  Over the past couple of weeks we have been 
gathering lots of evidence of children’s work from each area of the curriculum to display 
and show key elements of The Northway Curriculum.  This Friday we also started adding 
to our ‘Hall of Fame’ Plus One wall.  Children were asked if they wanted to be in the ‘Hall 
of Fame’ if they had achieved something they were really proud of and want to tell others 
about it.  We also asked two members of staff, showing we truly are ‘ALL learners’.   
What would you write to celebrate? 
• What have you learnt over the past few weeks or months that you are really 

proud of? 
• It can be any subject, behaviour or friendships too… anything you have worked 

really hard to become better at. 
• What have you ‘got now’, that you often struggled with? 
These are great conversations to have at home too for every child. 
 
Mr Hargreaves 
HEADTEACHER 

Spring 1 2023 

Hair Ribbons: 
 
We reminded the children in the hall this morning about hair ribbons.  Hair ribbons / 
bows should be only worn in School colours (royal blue / silver or grey) and should be 
no bigger than the size of the child’s clenched hand (as a guide).  Although very               
en vouge ‘Jojo Bows’ should not be worn as they are a fashion item rather than 
uniform.  Thank you for your assistance with this – wearing uniform with pride. 

Key dates:   
 

January and February at Northway 2023 

Friday 20th January  Golden Conversation: RE and Design and Tech 
 
w.b Monday 30th January Art ‘Book Look’ in School 
Monday 30th January   KS1 Mat Ball 
    SEND Pupil Parent Meetings (School Cloud / Live) 
Tuesday 24th January  Y1 Deaf Active 
    SEND Pupil Parent Meetings (School Cloud / Live) 
Wednesday 1st February NEU Strike – School only open to specific classes 

SEND Pupil Parent Meetings (School Cloud / Live) 
PSHE Children’s Workshop (all day) 

    Festival of Reading (Samantha Baines) 
Thursday 2nd February  Festival of Reading (Kimba) 
Friday 3rd February  Festival of Reading (Chitra Soundar) 

Golden Conversation: Maths 
 
w.b Monday 6th February Inter-Faith Week 
Tuesday 7th February  Y1 Deaf Active 

Festival of Reading (Samantha Baines) 
Thursday 9th February  Parent Event: Inter-Faith (1.30pm onwards) 
Friday 10th February  Golden Conversation: Art 
    School Closes for Half Term (3.20pm) 
Half Term 
 
w.b Monday 20th February School re-opens 

PE (PESS) ‘Activity Look’ in School 
Thursday 23rd February  2.15pm Parent Coffee and Chat (Front Room) 
                           Home Learning Apps 
 
w.b Monday 27th February Maths ‘Book Look’ in School 
 
 

More dates have been added … check what interests you. 



  

An amazing piece of work! 

 

 
 
I was visited by Annabelle this 
morning with this piece of work… 
wow!  Her independent write 
today was so full of imagery and 
spine-tingling description.  As she 
read it to me, I could not only 
imagine exactly what she 
described, but it also scared me a 
little too!  Annabelle, you are an 
amazing writer. 

 

NEU Strike update: 
 

Further to the information given in last week’s Newsletter, I wanted to give you an 
update. 

I am sure you will have heard on the news or in social media that the National 
Education Union have balloted their members who have voted to strike. We have 
been informed the first strike will take place on Wednesday 1st February 2023.  I 
explained that unfortunately there would inevitably be disruption to some classes 
within school. I have been updated and Governors and I are now able to share details 
with you. 

School will be open for children in: 
• 2Windsor 
• 4McCartney 

Unfortunately, School will not be open to children in the other classes or to                   
Key Worker children from other classes due to the shortage of teaching staff. 
 
All children whose classes are open should still attend school, even if their sibling is 
affected by the strike. All members of staff who are not striking will still be working 
and in school that day. As you will be aware there are legal / national procedures that 
we need to follow during a strike; first and foremost a risk assessment of safety for 
those pupils attending. 
 
Lessons will take place for children in 2W and 4McC as normal.  PE and Spanish will 
take place and School Lunches will still be cooked.  If you would like your child to 
have a school meal on Wednesday (if they do not normally have one), please let the 
School Office know.  All usual services will be maintained, be it within a much smaller 
feeling school for the day. 
 
Although staff who are striking will not be setting work for pupils who are unable to 
attend on Wednesday, SeeSaw already has relevant work for pupils, alongside Times 
Table Rockstars, Reading Plus and the other valuable Apps used for Homework / 
Home Learning.  These can be used during the day if you child is fit and able. 
 
Thank you for your patience as we gathered accurate information.  As soon as new 
information arises for the further potential strike days, I will ensure you know. 
 



  

            Such an 
              improvement! 

 
     98+ Green 

                 95%-97% Amber 
                      94% and below Red 

This week: 
Congratulations! 

 
Attendance: 

 

2Churchill        
(and so close 

RGruffalo) 
 

 
 

This week’s 
Marvellous Me 

WINNER 6A 
 

Arrive on time FOR 
ten to nine. 

It’s the smart-way and 
the North-way to start! 

This week…Week 4 (Spring 1) 
ATTENDANCE 

Reception Gruffalo 99.3% 
Reception Stickman 93.6% 
Year 1 Morris 95.6% 
Year 1 Sharman 92.4% 
Year 2 Churchill 96.6% 
Year 2 Windsor 100% 
Year 3 Archer 96.5% 
Year 3 Roscoe 98.8% 
Year 4 Lennon 95.7% 
Year 4 McCartney 97.6% 
Year 5 Hawking 97.4% 
Year 5 Turing 94.8% 
Year 6 Anning 96.1% 
Year 6 Darwin 91.8% 

Reading event for Parents feedback: 
 

Did you attend our Reading and Writing Parents in the Classroom morning on 
Thursday 26th January?  We would really appreciate it if you could complete the 30 
second questionnaire on Parent App so we can plan for further events.  Thank you 
again everyone who attended. 

EYFS SEND conversations for Parents: 
 

If your child is in Nursery or Reception and you need to speak to our SENDCo, 
please pop to The Front Room (next to the School Office) each morning where you 
can either see Mr Bayliss then or book a future appointment. 

SEND conversations for Parents: 
 

Have you booked your time slot to speak to Mr Bayliss or Mrs Dang (nee Grace) 
if you child is on our SEND register?  Please select a time using School Cloud on to 
update us and check in with our SENDCo. 

Our new Caravan: 

 

At Northway Mrs Cawley and Mrs Jones work each day as our SEMH Mentors.  This 
means they help children with Social Emotional and Mental Health needs.  We are 
so fortunate to have two SEMH Practitioners in School, who can work with children, 
listening to them or leading them in different therapies to boost them positively.  
They also help advise all other Northway staff. 
 
Children may experience an SEMH need due to bereavement or another issue they 
meet in life.  This may require a one-off session or a few weeks of work.  Other 
children benefit from a regular programme of therapy.  Each is planned according 
to the individual.  Class Teachers refer children for SEMH support, but parents can 
also telephone school and speak to one of our mentors who can signpost support 
or plan a programme ready for the child.  
 
Children are used to using ROAR at Northway.  ROAR gives children a way of 
assessing their emotions regularly during the day.  If numbers get lower or the 
colour goes more towards red, the children know where help is available.   If the 
children are red or a grey cloud, emergency SEMH input is available.   
 
Our SEMH team recently took delivery of our new Northway Caravan.  This is a new 
project that will be available to families and will form part of a project financed 
externally.  This adds to Sand therapy, Drawing and Talking, Lego therapy and other 
bespoke therapies on offer.  “All learners…All valued.” 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deeper Learning @ Northway: 

 

Do you remember the start of our Deeper Learning Project post-pandemic? 
 
We want our children to have a knowledge rich curriculum where they can then 
use their learning to be creative.  Within Northway we use rich text to Immerse, 
Analyse, Write and Create when designing our teaching sequences; giving children 
the knowledge they need, time to explore before writing and then a purposeful 
publication point. 
  
Children from Year 2 to Year 6 also have their own personal iPad to enable them 
to research, publish and explore as global citizens.  Children in Reception and       
Year 1 have access to iPads but are still learning to become dexterous and develop 
a good pencil grip for writing. 
  
All staff at Northway have been trained by Mark Burns, an international speaker 
and author, to use I do, We do, You do.  This is our main pedagogy for delivering 
lessons across the school. 
 
I do The teacher or Teaching Assistant will show or ‘model’ to the 

children, giving them new knowledge or demonstrate something 
that the children need to learn. 

We do Together, the children work with the teacher to explore further 
and build their confidence with this new knowledge or skill. 

You do Children work independently to demonstrate they fully 
understand and can use their new learning. 

 
‘We do’ a bit more Some children may need more time to understand and 

rehearse what they need to do with the teacher.  When 
other children progress to ‘You do’, this is a great 
opportunity for intervention, more ‘We do’. 

 
We have been exploring and implementing this for a year and a half and it is great 
to see the impact in children’s outcomes.  Last summer our Year 6 achieved the 
best results Northway have ever had which is testament to their hard work and 
the staff that taught them. 
 

All learners, all valued, all achieving, all the time … that is our desire. 
  
 

30 hours Nursery places: 
 

We have started our 30 hour Nursery provision!  This is a landmark moment for 
Northway.  The children have risen to this new challenge so well and it has been a 
real joy seeing them smiling all day.  The children have enjoyed their morning session 
before having lunch in the hall with other children staying for the afternoon.  The 
afternoon ends with stories and rhymes before a well-earned rest at home! 
 
If you would like to join our ‘30 hour family’ you can access it by downloading your 
‘eligibility code’.  Parents who are not eligible can ‘top up’ the free 15 hours and pay 
(at the same rate as the Government funded place) to enrol your child for 30 hours. 
 
Please share this message with any family or friends 
you know who might like to join 
Miss Messham, 
Mrs Sudbury and our 
Northway family. 
 
Thank you 

Mr Roberts: 
 

After a lot of thought, Mr Roberts has decided he would like to resign his Class 
Teacher role at Northway … but the great news, is that we are not losing him entirely.  
Mr Roberts will be working in school to deliver our Catch Up programmes and to help 
with Supply Cover.  This is great for us, having someone who knows Northway and 
our children which will provide continuity for classes. 
 
I want to publicly thank Mr Roberts for the contribution he has made in School, 
amazingly since 1996.  As well as being Class Teacher, he has led on Computing and 
Design and Technology and been our Educational Visits Co-ordinator.  I will share lots 
more as we officially say thank you to Mr Roberts, because two short paragraphs are 
not enough to sum up such a dedicated partnership with Northway. 
 
Miss Aliski has been teaching 4McCartney since September and this will continue.  A 
separate letter will be sent to parents of 4McCartney very soon. 


